
Diplopia, or double vision, is the subjecƟve experience of seeing two images at 
the same Ɵme instead of one single view of the world around you.  Generally 
single objects appear as double.  

 

Diplopia can involve one eye, where the double image remains when the 
unaffected eye is closed; or both eyes, where closing either eye eliminates the 
double image. 

 

Diplopia is a relaƟvely uncommon condiƟon and the 
incidence is low.  It occurs mainly in adults where the visual 
system is mature. 

 

The underlying cause of diplopia could be refracƟve error, 
disease or degeneraƟon of eye Ɵssues, systemic condiƟons, 
or head or face trauma. 

 

Diplopia is a hazard to safe driving and a person experiencing the onset of 
diplopia should not drive unƟl the condiƟon has been assessed and 
saƟsfactorily resolved.  Anyone with diplopia should consult an optometrist or 
ophthalmologist for a comprehensive eye exam as a first step. 

 

Patching one eye may be required to help the 
person cope with normal acƟviƟes while awaiƟng 
further intervenƟon or other resoluƟon. 
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